
#4 Dreamweaver Inserting Links 

 

.In this lesson you will learn how to apply different kinds of links to various page elements by doing the following: 

 Apply a text to a page within the same site. 

 Link from an image 

 Create a link to a page on another website 

 Establish an email link 

 Link to a specific part of a page 

 

This lesson will take about 60 minutes to complete.  Be sure you have copied dw_css folder from the website to your computer hard 

drive in to a folder called dw_cib to you computer harddrive.  As you work on this lesson you will make changes to the files.  If you 

need to restore them you can copy them again from the class website. 

 

Preview your completed file – To get a sense of the file you will work on in the first part of this lesson you can preview the 

completed page in the browser. 

1. Start Adobe Dreamweaver CS3. 

2. If necessary, press F8 to open the Files panel and choose DW CIB from the site list. 

3. In the Files panel expand the dw_link folder. 

4. Select the links_final.htm file and press F12 to display it in your browser. 

5. When the page opens in you browser, click the Spirit link in the main navigation bar; from the Spirit page, choose Back to 

return to links_final.htm.  Click Maya Ren to visit another page; choose Back to return.  The page includes a number of links 

to pages within the same site as well as external and email links. 

6. Close your browser and return to Dreamweaver. 

Links to internal site pages – Links are an important part of any web page and Dreamweaver makes it easy to apply them.  In this 

exercise, you’ll create both text and graphic links to other pages in the same site through a variety of methods. 

7. From the Files panel, expand the dw_link folder and double-click the links_start.htm file to open it.  Although it may not 

look like it, the current page does not contain any complete links.  Let’s start by creating a few text links. 

8. Place your cursor in the text at the bottom of the left side column that reads, Learn more about our spirit.  From the Tag 

Selector, choose <p.more> to select the entire line. 

9. If necessary, choose Window > Property to open the Property inspector.  Click Browse for File ( ), the folder icon adjacent 

to the Link field.  When the Select File dialog box opens, navigate to the dw_link folder and select spirit.htm; click OK when 

you’re done.  The text changes color because a CSS rule has been established that styles all links with a bright bold orange.   

10. In the paragraph following the heading Top dogs sleep here, select the words Maya Ren.  You can select any range of text 

to create a link;  Dreamweaver will add the necessary tag around the selected tag. 

11. From the Property inspector drag Point to File icon (the target next to the Link box) to the folks_maya.htm file in the Files 

panel. 

12. You can use either of these methods to create text links. (Browse for File or Point to File) 

13. In the main navigation bar, select the Spirit label.   From the Property inspector, leave the placeholder link – javascript: - in 

the Link field and drag the Point to File icon to spirit.htm in the Files panel.  This will replace the old link with spirit.htm. 

14. Choose  File > Save. 

Creating an external link. 

15. All of the links created in the previous exercise were within the current site.  You can also link to any page on the web, if 

you know the full web address or URL. 

16. Select the image below the Company Anon heading. 

17. In the Property inspector, enter the following in to the Link field:  http://www.conferenceglobal.com/ and press Tab. 

18. Choose File > Save and press F12 to display the page in your browser.  Note that when your cursor hovers over the image, it 

changes to a hand which indicates a link; if you click the image; the browser will not be able to display the page, as the 

company, and its website, are fictional.  Close your browser and return to Dreamweaver. 

 

 

http://www.conferenceglobal.com/
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Setting up email links – When a user clicks on an email link, it opens a self-addressed email message.  The code is different from the 

standard page link and uses a mailto: preface followed by a valid email address.  Dreamweaver can automatically create the proper 

code for any email link. 

19. Make sure that the links_start.htm file is open in the Design window.  Select the following text at the bottom of the page in 

the footer area:  Got something to say? 

20. From the Common category of the Insert bar, click Email Link ( ) the envelope icon located second from the left. 

21. When the Email Link dialog box appears, leave the current entry in the Text field and, in the E-mail field, enter 

info@devdesign.com  Click OK when you’re done.  There is no need to enter the mailto: preface; Dreamweaver handles the 

coding automatically. 

22. Choose File > Save. 

Targeting links within the page – Typically, when you click a link to a page, the browser window displays the page from the top 

down.  Certain designs, like very long pages, require a more targeted approach.  With Dreamweaver, you can insert  a named anchor 

anywhere on the page and link directly to that anchor.  In this exercise you will insert a link from on e page to a specific section in 

the middle of another page and so set named anchors to move from the middle to the top of the page. 

23. Be sure that the links_start.htm file is open in the Design window. 

24. Add some new text for your link.  Place the cursor at the bottom of the right side column, after the placeholder text Lorem 

ipsum dolor sit amet, and press Enter to create a new line. 

25. Enter the following text: Learn more about Company Anon  Press Space and choose Insert > HTML > Special Characters > 

Other.  When the Insert Other Character dialog box appears, choose the right angle quotation mark, on the second row, 

fourth from the right.  Click OK. 

26. From the Tag Selector, choose <p>.  In the Property inspector, select more from the Style list.  With the tag still selected, 

enter the following in the link field: work.htm#anon and press Tab.  The number sign (#), designates an anchor link.  The 

word following the (#) is the name of the link, for this link the name is anon. 

27. Choose File > Save and, from the Files panel, double-click the work.htm file to open it.  Your work in the links_start.htm file 

is now done, but you still need to insert the named anchor in the linked file. 

28. Place your cursor in front of the Company Anon heading.  From the Common category of the Insert bar, click Named Anchor 

( ) the anchor symbol third from the left. 

29. When the Named Anchor dialog box appears, in the Anchor name field enter anon and Dreamweaver inserts an anchor 

symbol onto the page to designate where the code is placed.  The connection from the previous page is now complete.  

However, to make it easier to work with lengthy pages, let’s add another link and named anchor pair to move to the top of 

the page. 

30. Place your cursor in the phrase Top >> below the Company Anon paragraph and from the Tag Selector choose <p.more>.  In 

the Link field of the Property inspector enter #top and press Tab.  Because this link is to a named anchor in the same page, 

no file name is needed.  The last step is to add the named anchor to the top of the page. 

31. Place your cursor to the left of dev / design logo and , from the Tag Selector, choose <div #wrapper>.  Press left arrow to 

move the cursor to before the selected <div> tag.  From the Insert bar, click Named Anchor. 

32. When the Named Anchor dialog box appears, in the Anchor name field, enter, top and click OK.  Again the anchor symbol 

appears on the page to indicate the inserted code.  Now you’re ready to try out your named anchor links. 

33. Choose File > Save and select the tab for links_start.htm page.  Press F12 to render the page in your browser.  Click the 

Learn more about Company Anon link.  Note how the work.htm file opens with the Company Anon section at the top of the 

browser window.  Click the Top>> link to move to the top of the page. 

34. Show your finished activity to the instructor. 
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