
#2 Dreamweaver Applying Cascading Style Sheets 

In this lesson you will learn how to work with Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) in Dreamweaver and to do the following: 

 Define a Dreamweaver site. 

 Attach an external style sheet 

 Make a new CSS style rule 

 Apply a style to your page 

 Change an existing style sheet 

 Create and print style sheet 

This lesson will take about 90 minutes to complete.  Be sure you have copied the Dreamweaver CSS files from the class 

website to your computer hard drive before you begin to a new folder called dw_cib in you’re My Doucments folder.   As 

you work on this lesson you will make changes to the files.  If you need to restore them you can copy them again from 

the class website. 

Defining a Dreamweaver site. 

1. Start Adobe Dreamweaver CS3.  

2. Choose Dreamweaver Site in the Create New column of the start page. 

3. In the local Info category of the Site Definition dialog box enter DW CIB in the name field and press the tab key. 

4. Click the folder icon next to the Local root folder field.  When the Choose local root folder for site DW CIB dialog 

box opens, navigate to the folder containing the lessons you copied from the class website and click Select. 

5. In the Site Definition dialog box, click OK to confirm your choices.  Now that the site has been defined you can 

open the files from Dreamweaver. 

6. To get a sense of the files you will be working on in this lesson you can preview the completed page in your 

browser.  In the Files panel, expand the dw_cib folder. 

7. Select the home_final.htm file and press F12 key on the top row of your keyboard. 

8. This will open the final page in your browser and allow you to see the various styles that will be applied to the 

page as you work to complete this lesson. 

9. In your browser choose File > Print Preview.  Note the different styles that have been applied to the printer vs. 

the screen. 

10. Close your browser and return to Dreamweaver. 

Attach an External Style Sheet 

11. In the Files panel double-click dw_cib > home.htm to open the page in the Document window. 

12. The page contains basic content, images, headings and paragraphs without any real layout or style.  In this 

exercise, the entire layout and many styles have been previously created in an external style sheet.  The next 

task will be to attach the external style sheet to the home page. 

13. In the tool bar at the top of the Dreamweaver window, choose Window > CSS Styles.  In the CSS styles panel, 

click Attach Style Sheet the chain link icon () at the bottom of the panel. 

14. When the Attach External Style Sheet dialog box opens, click Browse.  In the Select Style Sheet File dialog box, 

navigate to the dw_cib > css folder and select main.css and click OK. 

15. In the Attach External Style Sheet dialog box, verify that the Add as: Link option is selected.  From the Media list, 

choose screen.  Click Preview to make sure that you have selected the proper CSS file; when you are done click 

OK. 

16. Choose File > Save. Press F12 in the top row of your keyboard to preview the home page in your browser.  When 

you are done close the browser and return to Dreamweaver. 

Create new CSS rules 

17. CSS rules that target specific tags are immediately and automatically applied whenever the tag is used.  For 

example, in this lesson you will create a CSS rule for the <h1> tag that changes the color of the text to a bright 

orange along with other changes.  



#2 Dreamweaver Applying Cascading Style Sheets 

18. Open the home.htm file in the dw_cib root folder by clicking on it in the files panel. 

19. In the CSS Styles panel, make sure that the panel is in All mode; if the panel is in Current mode, click All.  Click 

the plus sign (+) next to the main.css to expand it. 

20. Click the New CSS Rule (), located at the bottom of the CSS Styles panel. 

21. When the New CSS Rule dialog box opens, choose the Selector Type: Tag option.  From the Tag list, choose h1.   

Make sure that the Define in: option is set to main.css and click OK. 

22. In the CSS Rule Definition for h1 in main.css dialog box, make sure the Type category is selected; if not choose 

Type from the list of categories on the left side of the dialog box.  From the Font list, choose Verdana, Arial, 

Helvetica, sans-serif.  In the Size field enter 1.9 then press Tab and choose ems from the list.  In the Color field, 

enter #EE9414. 

23. Click the Box category.  In the Padding area, deselect the Same for all checkboxes.  In the Bottom field enter 3 

and press Tab.  The Box category controls the invisible box surrounding selectors by specifying values for its 

width, height, padding and margins. 

24. Click the Border category.  Deselect all three Same for all checkboxes.  In the Style column of the Bottom row, 

choose solid from the list; in the Width column of the Bottom row; enter 2 in the field and press Tab to accept 

the default pixels measurement unit; and, in the Color column of the Bottom row, enter #A7A37E. Click OK 

when you are finished. 

25. The new style you just created in immediately applied to the <h1> tag near the top of the page.  The new rule 

was added to the bottom of the All Rules list; this list reflects the order of the CSS code.  Designers often like to 

group related styles to make it easier to find them;  you can quickly move any style to a different location and 

Dreamweaver will rewrite the code for you. 

26. In the CSS Styles panel, select the new <h1> style you just created and drag it above the h2 style entry. 

27. Choose File > Save All to save changes to the HTML and CSS files. 

Setting up custom classes 

28. Open the home.htm file in the document window by clicking on the file name in the Files panel. 

29. From the bottom of the CSS Styles panel click the New CSS Rule. 

30. When the dialog box appears , choose the Selector Type: Class option and in the Name field enter .more (be 

sure to include the leading period)  Verify that the Define in field is set to main.css and click OK 

31. In the dialog box that appears, click Block in the Category list.  From the Text Align list choose center and click 

OK.  Choose File > Save All. 

Applying Styles 

32. Open the home.htm file in the document window by clicking on the file name in the Files panel. 

33. Place your cursor in the phrase, Learn more about our spirit.  In the tag selector in the Property inspector 

choose <p>.  Use the F3 button on the top row of your keyboard to turn the Property inspector on and off. 

34. From the Style list in the Property inspector choose more.  The paragraph should now be center aligned and the 

indicator in the Tag Selector now includes the style <p.more> 

35. Another, slightly faster way to apply a CSS style uses just the Tag Selector.  Place you cursor in the text at the 

bottom of the right column, Learn more about our work. 

36. In the Tag Selector, Right-click <p> and from the pop-up menu, choose Set Class > more.  Choose File > Save. 

Changing Properties 

37. To change the properties of any CSS rule access the rule in the CSS Styles panel.  Select .more from the All Rules 

list. 

38. In the Properties pane, located below the All Rules list, select center.  Expand the drop-down list and choose 

right.  The two paragraphs with the style applied are immediately changed.  Choose File > Save. 

39. Show the instructor your webpage. 


